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Our main topic this half term in Reception is


Animal Safari





We will be learning about incredible animals that live worldwide. We will explore various animal habitats and compare the animals that live there with animals in our locality. We will learn how to care for pets and what all animals need to grow, survive and stay happy and healthy. We will explore animal features and find out how they survive in the wild. We will compare the ways that animals are similar and different.





Maths


Recall the number bonds to 5 and some number bonds to 10.


Count to 20 and beyond and count back.


Use tens and ones to make the numbers 11 to 20 and beyond.


Match shapes and arrangements that involve shapes in different orientations.


Subitise (recognise the amount without counting) numbers to 5.


Adding and subtracting numbers within 10 and creating first, now and then addition and subtraction stories.


Use squares and triangles to create different arrangements of shapes.





Sticky Knowledge


Carnivores are animals that eat other animals.


Herbivores are animals that eat plants.


Omnivores are animals that eat plants and other animals.


Mammals are animals that breathe air, have warm blood and give birth to live babies.


Reptiles are animals that breathe air, have dry, scaly skin and lay eggs,


Birds are animals that breathe air, have beaks and feathers and lay eggs.


Reptiles, birds, fish, insects, amphibians and arachnids all lay eggs.


Bird eggs have hard, chalky shells.


Reptile eggs have soft, leathery shells.


Animals build a home to provide shelter from the elements and other animals.


Africa is a continent made up of lots of countries.


Endangered animals are at risk of dying out.


A habitat is the natural home for plants and animals.


Rainforests are forests in tropical areas with heavy daily rainfall.


The largest rainforest is the Amazon in South America.


The Serengeti is in Africa.


Camouflage is an animal's natural colouring or pattern that enables it to blend in with its surroundings.


Conservation is the prevention of wasteful use of resources and how to preserve, protect or restore the natural environment and wildlife.

















Literacy


Recognise and write Phase 3 phonemes.


Use phonics knowledge to read and write longer words, such as ‘carpark’ and ‘moonlight’.


Use phonics knowledge to read and write CCVC and CVCC words, such as ‘stop’, and ‘jump’.


Read and spell some tricky words.


Hold a pencil using a comfortable tripod grip and form letters correctly.


Write simple captions and sentences.


Retell familiar stories through role play.


Talk about stories and make connections with their own lives.


Describe characters and events and settings in stories and use recently introduce vocabulary.


Develop storylines in their pretend play and use talk to help work our problems and organise their activity.





Books we will be reading:


Dear Zoo – Rod Campbell


A First Book of Animals – Nicola Davies


Little Red and the Very Hungry Lion – Alex T Smith


Hello, Hello – Brendan Wenzel


Monkey Puzzle – Julia Donaldson 











Physical Development


Develop rolling and tracking a ball.


Develop accuracy when throwing to a target.


Develop dribbling a ball with hands.


Develop throwing and catching with a partner.


Develop dribbling a ball with feet.


Develop kicking a ball to a target.


Use a tripod grip to form lower case and capital letters correctly.


Manipulate malleable materials into a variety of shapes.


Use scissors safely to cut carefully along the lines.





Supporting your child at home


Go on a local safari to find out about the animals that live in your garden or local park.


Look at animals from around the world, discuss your favourite animals and find out some fantastic facts.





Creative Development





Singing Nursery Rhymes and action songs


Making crowns.


Making friendship bracelets


Making cards


Creating Easter Crafts








Personal, Social and Emotional Development





Making and developing friendships.


Following Nursery rules.


Sharing and working together.


Looking after ourselves.





Inspiration Day





Tuesday 25th February – My Favourite Book


Can your child bring their favourite book to school to show and talk about? We will also be having a Prince and Princess Picnic in the afternoon. Your child does not need to dress up on this day.








Knowledge and Understanding of the World





Investigating what plants need to grow.


Making and tasting pancakes.


Finding out about Easter and how it is celebrated.


Using the internet to play games and mouse control activities.





Communication, Language and Literacy





Phase 1 Phonics – identifying different instrumental sounds and making sounds with different instruments.


Writing our name.


Talking about our favourite stories.


Listening and responding to a variety of stories including Jack and the Beanstalk, Cinderella and the Little Red Hen.


Looking at Good and Bad characters in stories.





Useful Websites


Cbeebies – Animals


� HYPERLINK "https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/topics/animals" �https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/topics/animals� 





Our mini topic this half term is


Creep, Crawl and Wriggle





We will be finding out about minibeasts. We will observe minibeasts in their habitats and create shelters for them to live in. We will learn about the life cycle of a butterfly and explore what minibeasts, such as snails and worms, need to survive. We will compare the features of minibeasts and learn the names of their body parts.








Sticky Knowledge


Minibeasts is another name for invertebrates, such as insects, spiders and snails.


Butterflies are insects.


Female butterflies lay eggs.


Caterpillars hatch from a butterfly's eggs.


Caterpillars grow, then pupate to form a chrysalis or cocoon.


A butterfly emerges from a chrysalis.


Ants are insects. They live in groups called colonies.


Spiders are invertebrates from the arachnid family.


They have eight legs.


Spiders spin webs from silk to catch food.


Not all spiders spin webs.


Snails are invertebrates from the mollusc family.


They have soft bodies and a spiral shell.


Insects are invertebrates.


They have six legs, three body parts, antennae and most have one or two pairs of wings.


Woodlice are invertebrates from the crustacean family.








Maths


Count objects, actions and sounds, up to 10 forwards and backwards, beginning at zero, one or any given number and link numerals with its cardinal value.


Know numbers follow a sequence. Each number is one more than the previous number. The last number reached when counting tells you how many there are in total.


Use mathematical names for common 2-D shapes and explore shapes in their play.


2-D shapes are flat. They have a different number of sides and angles. 2-D shapes can be folded and cut into different 2-D shapes. They can also be put together to make other 2-D shapes.


Continue, copy and create repeating patterns using a variety of objects.











Literacy


Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary.


Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play.


Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.


Enjoy looking at books and sharing stories.





Supporting your child at home


Go on safari to look for minibeasts that live in your garden or park.


Make a bug hotel from plant pots, small rocks, stones, bark and leaves and see if minibeasts visit.


Research some fantastic facts about minibeasts from around the world.








Physical Development


Move confidently in a range of ways and safely negotiate space, obstacles and terrains. 


Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing.


Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery.


Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.











Books we will be reading:


The Very Hungry Caterpillar  - Eric Carle


Snail Trail  - Ruth Brown


What the Ladybird Heard – Julia Donaldson


Mad About Minibeasts! – Giles Andreae











Creative Development





Singing Nursery Rhymes and action songs


Making crowns.


Making friendship bracelets


Making cards


Creating Easter Crafts








Personal, Social and Emotional Development





Making and developing friendships.


Following Nursery rules.


Sharing and working together.


Looking after ourselves.





Inspiration Day





Tuesday 25th February – My Favourite Book


Can your child bring their favourite book to school to show and talk about? We will also be having a Prince and Princess Picnic in the afternoon. Your child does not need to dress up on this day.








Knowledge and Understanding of the World





Investigating what plants need to grow.


Making and tasting pancakes.


Finding out about Easter and how it is celebrated.


Using the internet to play games and mouse control activities.





Communication, Language and Literacy





Phase 1 Phonics – identifying different instrumental sounds and making sounds with different instruments.


Writing our name.


Talking about our favourite stories.


Listening and responding to a variety of stories including Jack and the Beanstalk, Cinderella and the Little Red Hen.


Looking at Good and Bad characters in stories.





Useful Websites


CBeebies – Minibeast Adventures with Jess � HYPERLINK "https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/mini-beast-adventure-with-jess" �https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/mini-beast-adventure-with-jess� 








