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Our main topic this half term in Reception is


On the Beach





We will be learning about the beach the animals that live in rock pools and on the seashore. We will explore days out at the beach and compare our experiences with beach holidays in the past. We will learn about the animals that live in the sea and find out about worldwide seas and oceans. We will explore the importance of looking after the environment to keep living things safe. We will learn about staying safe at the beach and find out about people who help us.





Sticky Knowledge


The seashore is an area of sandy, stony or rocky land bordering and level with the sea.


Leaving litter on beaches can potentially kill living things.


A shell is the hard, protective outer case of a mollusc or crustacean.


Crabs are crustaceans.


Crabs have five pairs of legs. The first pair of legs has pincers.


Rock pools or tide pools are shallow pools of seawater that form on the rocky part of the seashore. Many of these pools only appear at low tide.


Rock pools are habitats for many animals, such as starfish, crabs, anemones, mussels, barnacles and periwinkles.


Starfish are marine animals that can have a range of colours and patterns.


Most starfish have five arms, but some have seven.


Starfish use the tiny tube feet on their arms to move.


The ocean is the body of salt water that covers over two thirds of the surface of the Earth.


An ocean is a large expanse of water.


Marine animals are animals that live in the seas or oceans.


The polar regions, the Arctic and Antarctic, are always cold and icy.


Fish use their gills for breathing in the water.


Fish use their tails for swimming.


Fish use their fins to keep them upright.


Fish have scales to protect their bodies and help them to swim.


An aquarium is a transparent water tank in which water creatures and plants live.


A sailor is a person who works as part of a crew on a ship or boat.


A pirate is a person who robs and attacks a boat at sea.


A captain is the person who is in charge of a ship.


A map is a drawing that shows an area of land or sea.


Maps show natural physical features, such as mountains and rivers, and man-made features, such as roads.


A compass is a tool that shows us directions.


The Sun rises in the east and sets in the west.


A coastguard keeps watch on coastal waters to assist people or ships in danger.


The RNLI is the Royal National Lifeboat Institute. The members volunteer to save people who are in danger at sea.


Something that keeps water out is waterproof.


Boats are vessels for travelling over water, which are propelled by oars, sails or an engine.

















Maths


Double a number within 10.


Share a set of objects into equal groups.


Find half of a set of objects.


Explore odd and even numbers.


Use positional language to describe where things are in relation to each other.


Use mathematical knowledge to solve simple everyday problems and explain their reasoning.





Literacy


Engage in extended conversations about stories and, with support, make links to other familiar stories.


Talk about stories and make connections with events in their own lives or other familiar stories.


Retell stories and narratives through role play and small world play, using some key vocabulary.


Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter-sound correspondences.


Read simple phrases and sentences made of words with known letter-sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception words.


Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sounds with letters.


Use writing to communicate thoughts, ideas, experiences and events.





Physical Development


Move confidently in a range of ways and safely negotiate space, obstacles and terrains.


Move energetically and repeatedly, with improved fluency, control and grace when dancing and moving in time to music.


Develop the foundations of a handwriting style by using a tripod grip to form lower-case and capital letters correctly.





Books we will be reading:


Who’s Hiding at the Seaside? – Katherine McEwen


Someone swallowed Stanley – Sarah Roberts


Come Away From the Water – John Burnigham


The Pirates Next Door – Jonny Duddle











Supporting your child at home


Go for a day out at the beach, and investigate a rock pool.


Look at pictures of family days out at the beach and talk about the activities you enjoy.


Use � HYPERLINK "https://www.google.co.uk/intl/en_uk/earth/" �Google Earth� to look at images of seas and oceans around the world.








Creative Development





Singing Nursery Rhymes and action songs


Making crowns.


Making friendship bracelets


Making cards


Creating Easter Crafts








Personal, Social and Emotional Development





Making and developing friendships.


Following Nursery rules.


Sharing and working together.


Looking after ourselves.





Inspiration Day





Tuesday 25th February – My Favourite Book


Can your child bring their favourite book to school to show and talk about? We will also be having a Prince and Princess Picnic in the afternoon. Your child does not need to dress up on this day.








Knowledge and Understanding of the World





Investigating what plants need to grow.


Making and tasting pancakes.


Finding out about Easter and how it is celebrated.


Using the internet to play games and mouse control activities.





Communication, Language and Literacy





Phase 1 Phonics – identifying different instrumental sounds and making sounds with different instruments.


Writing our name.


Talking about our favourite stories.


Listening and responding to a variety of stories including Jack and the Beanstalk, Cinderella and the Little Red Hen.


Looking at Good and Bad characters in stories.





Useful Websites


Cbeebies – Pirates


� HYPERLINK "https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/topics/pirates" �https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/topics/pirates�





Sticky Knowledge


Some feelings make them feel good and some not so good. It is important to be able to indicate feelings.


Change happens to everyone. Changes happen in families and environments.


Events can be sequenced using everyday words, such as first, then, next, morning and afternoon.


A human body normally has a head, neck, body, two arms, two legs, two hands, two feet, five fingers and five toes. A human face has two eyes, a nose and a mouth.





Useful Websites


CBeebies – Minibeast Adventures with Jess � HYPERLINK "https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/mini-beast-adventure-with-jess" �https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/mini-beast-adventure-with-jess� 





Literacy


Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary.


Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play.


Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.


Enjoy looking at books and sharing stories.





Supporting your child at home


Look at photographs from the year and talk about how they have changed and grown.


Encourage your child to talk about their favourite learning experiences from the year and their successes and achievements.


Talk about change and encourage your child to explain what they are looking forward to when they move into Year 1.








Books we will be reading:


What Makes Me a Me? – Ben Faulks


Ruby’s Worry – Tom Pericval


Starting School – Janet and Allan Ahlberg


Say Goodbye … Say Hello  - Cori Doerrfield











Physical Development


Move confidently in a range of ways and safely negotiate space, obstacles and terrains. 


Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing.


Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery.


Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.











Maths


Count objects, actions and sounds, up to 10 forwards and backwards, beginning at zero, one or any given number and link numerals with its cardinal value.


Know numbers follow a sequence. Each number is one more than the previous number. The last number reached when counting tells you how many there are in total.


Use mathematical names for common 2-D shapes and explore shapes in their play.


2-D shapes are flat. They have a different number of sides and angles. 2-D shapes can be folded and cut into different 2-D shapes. They can also be put together to make other 2-D shapes.


Continue, copy and create repeating patterns using a variety of objects.











We will explore how we have grown and changed through the year. We will celebrate our successes and reflect on what we have learned and how we have developed. 





The project prepares your child for the next step of their learning as they move into Year 1.








Our mini topic this half term is


Move It





We will participate in physical activities and learn about the importance of exercise, getting a good night’s sleep and eating a healthy balanced diet.








Sticky Knowledge


Football is a team game that involves kicking a ball.


It is important to have at least one hour of physical activity every day.


Sports are physical and skilled activities where individuals or teams compete.


A team is two or more people working together.


Healthy lifestyle choices include eating fruit and vegetables, drinking water, limiting sugary snacks, regular exercise, a good sleep routine, sensible amounts of screen time and good hygiene.


A hero is a person admired for their courage, achievements or personal qualities.








Maths


Recall number bonds to five and explore the different ways that groups of six – 10 objects can be represented. Examples include, three and four together make seven and seven take away four leaves three.


There are different ways of separating numbers into two groups but the total is still the same.


Explore addition and subtraction with numbers to 10, using concrete objects, pictorial representations and number lines.


Numbers to 10 can be made in different ways, but the total is the same each time.


Compare quantities and objects to solve problems.











Literacy


Talk about stories that have been read to them and retell them through role play and small world play.


Suggest what might happen at different points in the story.


Develop storylines in their pretend play and us talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities.


Reread books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment.


Use writing to communicate thoughts, ideas, experiences and events.


Write short sentences with words with known sound-letter correspondences using a capital letter and a full stop.





Supporting your child at home


Take a ball to a local park and have fun making up games that involve throwing, catching, kicking and bouncing the ball.


Try physical activities, such as bike riding, dancing, swimming, trampolining or ball games. Talk about the activities you enjoy the most.











Books we will be reading:


Kicking a Ball – Allan Ahlberg


Up and Down  - Oliver Jeffers


Maisy’s Sports Day: A Maisy First Experiences Book – Lucy Cousins


Topsy and Tim – Jean and Gareth Adamson














Physical Development


Travel with confidence and skill around, under, over and through equipment and different terrains, such as climbing steps, stairs and apparatus using alternate feet.


Demonstrate balance, strength, fluency of movement and coordination when using play equipment and develop core muscle strength.


Develop body strength, coordination, balance and agility and join in with or make up games that involve energetic movements, such as jumping, skipping, hopping, running and climbing.


Cut, tear, fold and stick a range of papers and fabrics.











Creative Development





Singing Nursery Rhymes and action songs


Making crowns.


Making friendship bracelets


Making cards


Creating Easter Crafts








Personal, Social and Emotional Development





Making and developing friendships.


Following Nursery rules.


Sharing and working together.


Looking after ourselves.





Inspiration Day





Tuesday 25th February – My Favourite Book


Can your child bring their favourite book to school to show and talk about? We will also be having a Prince and Princess Picnic in the afternoon. Your child does not need to dress up on this day.








Knowledge and Understanding of the World





Investigating what plants need to grow.


Making and tasting pancakes.


Finding out about Easter and how it is celebrated.


Using the internet to play games and mouse control activities.





Communication, Language and Literacy





Phase 1 Phonics – identifying different instrumental sounds and making sounds with different instruments.


Writing our name.


Talking about our favourite stories.


Listening and responding to a variety of stories including Jack and the Beanstalk, Cinderella and the Little Red Hen.


Looking at Good and Bad characters in stories.





Useful Websites


CBeebies - Sports https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/topics/sports








